Synopsis:

Most of this age group is either already on the path to marriage or seriously consider-
ing it. If not now, then sometime in the near future the word marriage will become a
reality. It's important to understand what true biblical love is, some of the pitfalls and
dangers that lead to an unsuccessful marriage as well as some of the things to ask

yourself before asking “the” question.

Ice-Breaker:

“married?

When you were younger, how old did you think you would be when you got

How many of you are thinking about getting married or having a serious

relationship with the purpose of getting married in the not too distant future?

If so. how long until?

Introduction:

Most young adults and college/career aged adults plan on getting married or at least
having a serious relationship in their future. Many are already at that stage. The
prospect of marriage and family is a real possibility and a desire for many at this age.
The average age for marriage in the United States is: males - 25.9 years old and females
- 24.6 years old. Therefore, at your age, it is very natural to turn your thoughts toward
marriage and the choosing of your mate. The next few years will be crucial in your
decision-making process. That's why today we are going to discuss true love beyond
just movie-flick romance or flings. We are going to look at true love that goes beyond

your emotions.

Question One: What causes some romantic
relationships to succeed and others to fail?

¢c Wrong motives/reasons to get married

¥ Unbalanced

~%¥ God

“$¥ Misunderstanding or luck of patient to
understand

Question Two: What does the Bible say about
romantic/marriage relationship?

‘?‘ Read Ephesians 5:22-25
¥+ Much like the relationship between the church
and God

Question Three: The Bible clearly talks about
how we ought to love God. Read Mark 12:29 —
30. What does it say about loving God?

4 Heart
%% Soul
¥ Mind
“$¥ Strength

Question Four: What does it mean to love
someone with all of your heart, soul, mind and
strength?

4% Heart = emotional

zgy Soul = spiritual / unity (Philippians 2:2)
~$#: Mind = intellectual

% Strength = physical
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Question Five: What is the purpose of marriage?

¥ Genesis 1:27-28

“$¥ A couple with true love should support each other
to add value to the other's career, spiritual walk,

_and social status.

¥ Furthermore, true companionship must create
synergy, which means, "1 + 1 = 3." In other
words, synergy is when two individuals together
create more than what they could create
individually. As the companionship of church and
Christ creates great revival, the companionship
of man and woman should create productive
results for their spiritual and secular life.

Question Six: Let's Read John 15:13 and find one of
key ingredients of successful relationship?

7¢E Total commitment
% Dedication

-4 Giving

-4 Sacrificial Lifestyle

Conclusion:

Question Seven: Christ loves the church uncondi-
tionally. What does it mean to love someone
unconditionally?

%% Romans 8:38-39

“4¥: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Question Eight: If you are currently in a romantic
relationship, think of these 8 powerful questions.

;K:f Am | in love my partner emotionally?
{,5 Do | have a spiritual unity with my partner?
- Does our relationship make sense?
¢ Am | physically attractive to my partner?
;¢E Does our relationship have positive impacts
_in our career?
~$¥* Are we doing more for the kingdom of God
together?
;ﬂ:ﬁf How committed and dedicated are we to
~ each other?
9% Do | love this person ‘till death us do apart?

These elements are the essential ingredients of true love. In God's love, and in
His expectation of our love to Him, we can clearly see these elements demon-
strated. Thus, before making the vow, couples must thoroughly analyze their
relationship in relation to these elements of true love. With a clear understand-
ing and knowledge of true biblical love, couples should guide themselves to dis-
cover if their feelings are “true love” or it is just another “romance.” In America
today, over s50% of marriages end in divorce. This is a real dilemma. For
Christians, real thought and prayerful planning must go into the decision to
marry. Nobody likes talking about divorce and the pains it can cause, but
everything that can be done by us on the front end to prevent a divorce, must

be done.
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